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y Maglltrates Interelt : 
g 2 bg OR, | 
To grant Liberty of Conſcience to Per- 
_ ſonsof different perſwaſions in matters 
of Religion, is the great Intereſt of 
all Kingdoms and States,and par- 


ticularly of ENGLAND; 
Aſſerted and Proved, 
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LY Bye 7 roteſtant, a lover of Peace, and the Proſperity 
= of the Nation. 
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London, Printed inthe Year, 1668. 


Having conſedered ( ma former Diſcourſe ) thoſe things hich 
aowing « due Liberty toach mans Conſeience, I ſhal 
in this, Conſider bow far his Intereſt engages him this 
Way, | , 


SSI Hat 'cis the. greateſt Intereſt 'of all Proteſtant States, 
| ISTTRE! and paiticularly of England, To.give Liberty to men 

A Ka of differing Apprehenhons in the Proteſtant Religion, - 
Toa 10)! isevident; if we conſider, That-a Prince or State 
=] CM Þy impoſing the Principles of any one-party in Religi- 
PSDCWay oo», makes himſelf of that party, and engages all the 
reſt againſt him, 'Tis no way ; Rn fora Prince, 

when his SubjeRs conſiſt of - many differing Judgments, - to- reſ6[ve 
to have them all of .one mind, {( « thing impraRicable ) or elſe 
to be. their declared Enemy and Perſecutor; *tis a ready way to 
interwupt .his own quiet and repoſe, without any other effeX; for 
he will never by force and violence unite men in one Opinion, thoſe dif- 
ferences will rather be fomented; and all animoſities atifing thereup- 
on, and men rather fixed and confirmed by ſuch Perſecution,' than any 
way removed from their-Principles by it. Tis not the having ſeveral 
patties in Religion under a State, that is init ſelf dangerous, bur''tis 
the perſecuting of them that makes them ſo. Firſt, Tt puts them all 
under diſcontent, and then unites them together in ſuch diſcontent ; 
"Thuan, a Wiſe States-man, ſaith, Heretics, qui pace data fattionbas 
' franguntur, perſecutione ununtur.contra rem publicam, Thoſe who'in 
their Principles largely differ from each other, when they come to be 
all bound up together in one common volumn, and linked in the ſame 
chain of Perſecution and Suffering, Will be-ſure to twiſt themſelves in- 
to an united Oppoſtion, to ſuch in undiftinguiſhing ſeverity : Whete- 
as the thing in it ſelf rightly conſidered, So many divided Intereſts and 
Partiesin Religion, are much leſs dangerous than any, and may be 
prudently menaged to ballance w_ other, and to become generally 
2 wore 


ra State. the freedom of his _ 


g from the publick Profelſion, has notonly the 


wen 


© coltimon'tyeof £SabjeR upon him, fot his proteRion'as #man; bur the 
- cumulative obligation, and thanks to pay for his Indulgence as a Chri. 


- tian under ſuch a CharaRer. -SubjeRs .in.ſuch a poſture, as they will. - 
- ever b=Kadious of 'an opportunity; tg teftifie their grateful fidelity ,and 
by ſome:emipent. Service to ay up a Rock of. Merit,. that may ſecure 
 theirfy fequiers. > they will he of any, moſt careful, not tofoxfeit fo 
pleaſing INS. y falling under apublickdiſpterſire- A Prince 
- - nſuch aſtute gf. things,” by, making, tiimſelf a common Fathec to the 
whole Proteſtant Religion, though made up of ſome differences within 
it ſelf, will de ſecured not only of that common Homage of Obgdicnce 
-and SubjeRion, but With it, that more noble, of the Hearts and Aﬀe&i-. 
. ons of all-lits Proteſtant Subjeas, -- To- oyuny party in\Religion is diC- 
* zFeced to-x State, and therefore not ficfor ſuch favonr, When ſuch dif. 
affe&ion,.if it be, does: plainly ariſe from the Severity of the State a« 
ozinſt them,in'thatcaſe ;. the reaſon why favour ſhould not be ſhow'd, 
3s remov'd-by ſhowing of it: for, as perſecuring men for their Religion, 
muſt necefſarily difguſtthem ; ſo givipg them the freedsm of it, muſt 
equally oblige them. © 'Tis no true meaſure to take of any par. 
'ries.in. Religion, to ſay the one are better SubjeRs than the other, when 
the one are favoured and countenanced, and the other fill kept under 
andoppreſicd z There is no reaſon, but to believe, there is anequal 
-Tendency in all, to love that Prince or State, where they find favour 
andptoteRion; 'tis.2 common diſpoſition-runs in the blood ofallmen; 
And by how much the Principles of any patty are leſs taking andplau- 
Kblezthe leſs dangerous fill 18 that patty ;- and as they will need favour 
more than others, ſo-they muſi-needs lye proportionably ſecured to a 
State, by the Obligation is put upon them. ww. ls 
Take: it for Truth which is commonly affirmed, That all ſuch for 
whom Liberty is:at.any time defir'd, are men fult. of Faction and full 
of Error Forthe firſt vis certain, Perſecution will not only continue, 
but foment ſuch Fation, and give it #plaultble pretence to Juſtifie it- 
ſelf upon, whereas a Liberty granted in matters of Conſcience, . will 
either wholly win ſuch men to a due and hearty Obedience, as findin 
themſelves in a poſture they cannot expeR to mend, or elſe will lay 
them opento ſuchapparent juſtice for*puniſſiment, and bring them un- 
der ſuch a general contempt, as ſhall leave them ftrip'd of all pretenſi.. 
' ons, and render them wholly inconfiderable. *Tis marvellous pru- 
gence to ſeparate between Conſcience and Faition, which can never bez 
but 
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State, than weagiced party ot intereſt what." 
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--- - but by a liberty for the one, thar-ſo they may diſtinly puniſh the 0-/ 


ther: _He thathath-libervy granted to worſhip: God according: to/ bis 
Conſcience; andyet is not ſarisfied, but continues troubleſome, makes 
every body ready to be his Executioner,and makes that diſcovery which | 
could never have been made-/before; that Faftion was bis end, and 


' Conſcience but the pretended meens ; ſuch men will not only lie open 


tothe States juſt ſeverity, but to the hatred of all men-who do'generally 
diſlike ill aRions moſt, when they come from men of the beſt pretenti- 
ONS... | | b 

Puniſh men for their Religion, becauſe you judge them FaRtious, 
and mix all together, and you fall-into this double error; either you 
puniſh men for Faction, that deſerve it not, 'and ſo, befides a piece of 
1njuſtice, dowhat you can to. make thoſe Enemies who are not, nor 
would not be ſo ; or elſe thoſe that aft ſo, *you give them the pretence 


of: Conſcience to juſtific themſelves in what ever iffering comes upon 


them : Wheh pepintnng from the publick Religion, meet to wort> 
ſhip God, and are: ſeized and- puniſtied fox ſo doing, the Magilttate 
ſaith, He puniſheth for Fattion ; they ſay, They ſuffer for Religion, 
And-all people who ſee the aQtual puniſhment inflited, for things ie- 
lating to Conſcience and Religion, will be ſure to believe and -pitty 
them, and be ready.to:condemn the State, A due Separation, as 'cis 


beſt to be made, ſo *ewill, only by a liberty given, be.obtained ; He that 


intends nothing but t6 give God the Homage of his Conſcience, will 
have freedom to do it ; and he that under that has other ends and aims, 
will be juſtly puniſhed for it : But for a State to imbibe a-general belief, 
that all who differ from theState-Religion, ate faRious to the Civil 
Power, and not to be ſuffered, and-ſo te punith them as ſuch, andif 


"they be not ſo, to tempt them thereby to be ſo, is to do an a&tof in- 


juſtice to them, and to forfeit their own prudence towards them- 
ſelves. f "a 1 
For the errors you may ſuppoſe men-poſſeſled withal,as an eager Per- 


' ſecution is apt to make the Profeſſors of them, think them more than 


ordinary Truths, and themſelves ſome great men in majnraining them ; 
ſo it Makes others ſeek after that, when driven into a, Corner, which 
were it in the open ſtreets, no-qyan would regard, He that preaches . 


. and writes under reftraint, that reſtraint begets him readers 20d hear- 


ers, that would elſe paſs through the World with very little notice ta- 
ken of him; things difficult and hard to be come by, catry ſome weight 
in mens expeRancy : Fooliſh and abſurd Opinions are on<ely pur te 
Nutſe by Perſecution, andy that made to have ſomething in the con= 
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54S " men; by a keen purſuit after them, inthe profeſſion of ſuch'things, keeps - 


-themalive'; whereas if they were openly preached, written, and diſ- 
' coutſed of, the folly of them would” 4ppear ſuch, as not only others, 
- but the men themſelves would be aſhamed and aweary of them : Be- 
fides, puniſhing men for Religion, where there are ſeveralparties, lies.” 
a Foundation of _—_ troubles, and prot feuds Ib Gat ill \'A | 
inion and r, which makes one party, when prevaling; to 
| _ ouniſh the reſt opagates Rill-the ſame anger and Filtke be. the | 
parties puniſhed, and. begers by ſuch provocation, a certain reſolution 
to ferort the ſame again, and a readineſs to embrace all opportunities - 
' $0 effe& it ; whereasthat party that once gives liberty to the reſt, buries 
all thoſe evils, and unites all inthe common union of their own inte- 
ret and ſecurity. *Twill be iffipoſſible to find out a way for men of 
differing Judgments int Religion,/to live together, and enjoy the come 
mon advantages which as men they may afford one to another; unleſs 
they exerciſe an Indulgence to- each other, in that variety they Rand 
in as Chriſtians. Where there are many differences, and a State denies 
any liberty, but Rrialy impoſeth the State-Religion upon all, the cafe 
alwayesfalls out tobe, that the earneſt defire of that we call Liberty of 
Conſcience, lies glowin® in -the Embers of mens difcontent, and is a 
thing in it ſelf ſo popular, - a thing oi ſogreat evidence of reaſon, when 
it may be diſcourſed upon equal terms,and ſo fnuch the concern of every 
man, but the preſent Impoſer, that 'tis very apt to kindle and flame out, 
and upon any ſtrait or emergency of the State, either by Forreign War, 
or Domeſtick Divi6on;to make ſuch an Earthquake, as may endanger 
the whole; 'Tis moſt prudent in a State to give Liberty, where there 
is leaſt power to demand it, thoſe may be gained by giving it, that 
m1y prove dangerons in.forcing it ; to force and pen men upin ſuch 
things is wholly unnatural, and will,like Wind penn'd up in the Earth, 
of the Sza (hutup by Banks, break out at one time or another with 
the greater violence, Liberty in Religion was never yet denyed ina 
Proreſtanr State, but it had firſt or laſt a-miſchievous.effe@ ; to infiruRt 
men in Proteſtant Principles, and then put a yoke of Uniformity upon 
them, hzs no more proportion in it, ghan to educate a man at- Gerevas 
that is to live at Rowe; and to breed him a Calvimſt whom you intend 
for a-Papiſt, | | 
Were there tio other reaſon to-make a Prince or a State out of love 
wit? puniſhing men for Religion, and matcers of that nature, this'were 
lafticient, to "conſider ſuch puniſhment ever falls upon the moſt honeft 
of 
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of his Subje&s in every differtng Party - men of looſe aieltno Drs. 
ciples, and unſound Hearts, will be ſure to eſcape the Ba Fe 


fincere plain-hearted man, that cannot diflſemble, is cauvht ; "was thi 
deviſe againſt Daniel heretofore, They knew in hog, of Mair bis 


any t2rms diſſemble. 


God 'twas eafie to deal with him, becauſe in thoſe he would not upon- 


; This has Three ill 'Effe&s alwayes attending it, 

- Firſt, It diſobliges the be| ſort of men in everyparty, whom the 
State ſhould moſt cheriſh and engage ; Whatever is ſaid to the contra- 
ry, thoſe thatare the trueft Subjefs to the Great King, will be alſo 
fqund the beſt to his Vicegerents here: *'Tis a ftrange Heterodox kind 
of Policy, to make all the honeſt, ſincere men ina Nation, of every 
party, but that one the State adheres to, the obje of the States diſ- 
pleaſure, and to make Laws that can have no other e 
Suffering. . 

Secondly, All Randers-by, the generality of a Nation looking on, 
muſt needs be diſ-ſatisfied, to ſee a plaia-honeft man, upright and 
'punRual in all his dealings amongſt men, puniſhed meerty for his Con- 
ſcierice to God; and becauſe he will not comply to ſave higſelf,which 
nothing but his Conſcience can lead him to,and by parting with which; 


he may at any time putchiſe his y_ in ſuch a cafe common Inge. | 


nuity begets pity for him, if not 
the courfe taken with him. | 
Thirdly, Though it be a ſecret, yet 'tis a very ſure and certain Way 
of bringing National Judgements upon a People ; no doubt God takes 
great notice of the puniſhing men meerly, becauſe they are tie to 
him ; for ſo every man is, that is true to his Conſcience, though it be 
- erroneous, Upon noother account was it, That Pawl, juſtified him- 
ſelf before the High-Prieft, in ſaying, He had walked before God, in alt 
20d Conſcience to that time, His meaning wes, He had gone according 
q, his Light,. as a thing pleaſing to God, though otherwiſe, as to the 
matter, his Conſcience was erroneous, and his Judgment miſ-inform- 
ed, - And he tells us-afterwards, That he obrained Mercy from God, 
becauſe what)be did againft the Church, was done Ignorantly, and is 
purſuance of the beſt'Light he then'had, ; 
The puniſhing men meerly for following the pure diftates of Con- 
ſcience, 3 no doubt the true cauſe of many National miſeries ; And a 
State ſhould be careful roavoid this, as they would preſerve their own 
| Safety and Welfare, If we look into that which naturally occafioneth 
"ſeveral Opinions'in Religion, 'tis that which a Prince ſhould for bis 
| : vn 


felytesto him, and great diſlike 6f 
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.,* * Several things with great Evidence, ſeem to:pleatd for Moderation: 
| ſalgncetavinEaglas 

rſt," The Number and Quantity of: thoſe concerned; ag well agthe- © 
Quality is ſuch, "that it can be no way prudent; to-diſcontent them, up. 
on that which will no way .compenſate-the inconvenience ; there can 
. be-no good Policy to leave ſo many men/mixed-every where, even in 
the higheſtplaces of the Nation, + ntider diſ-ſatisfaRtion, Without the 
leaſt effe@, burthe reproach of -imprudence indoipg it, and to-pute 
- diſgraceful diſtinguiſhing CharaRex upon them, as: men upfaithful to: 
| theState, only becauſe they cannot comply with ſome Ceremonies ( as 
the caſe is generally amongſt as) and worſhip God juſtin thepublick 
way; @ thing of -no more intrinfick concern to the -State, than ta have 
all men of the ſame Opinion in a diſputed point of Philoſophy, and's 
thing of as equal likelihood to'be-attain'd, ©. A SubjeR that gives the 
ſame reſtimony of his Fidelity to his Prince, that others do, and: be- 
haves himſelt in all Civil Concerns, as a faithful and profitable Mem- 
ber of the Commonwealth, and yet is looked upon as apublick ene- 
my, and made the obje&t of publickanger, becauſe he'cannor in eve- 
ry Circumſtance comply with publick Religion, [is without doubt very - 
ſeverely and" impolitickly dealt with. - As every Subje& bath an In- 
tereftin his Natural Prince, ſo hath the Prince in every SubjeR, and 

"C * ſhould be like the true Mother that would by no means divide" the 

Child, To take ſuCha courſe, is to' furniſh out a party ready, for 
whoever filt makes a difturbance, nay, 'cis totempt-men to doo, by 
ſeeing a party ſo prepared, | 

Let Liberty of Conſcience be once fitly given, and the root of allmens 
hopes and pretenſions, that deſire publick miſchief, is pulled up, and 
the King will be the Greateſt, and moſt Beloved Prince that ever yer 
ſate upon the-Throne, HR | | 

Secondly, We ſhall never have a flouriſhing Trade without it, 

Firſt, Becauſe the Prefure in theſe things fails generally more upon 
the Trading ſort of men, than any in the Nation; we may Tee it in 
the great City, and in all Corporations: It makes many give over 
Trading, andTetire ; It makes others remove into Holland, and other 
Porreign Parts; as it did- heretofore from Norwich, to the*#recover- 
-able prejudice of our Clothing Trade upon the like ocoafion; And it 
certainly prevents all Proteſiant Strangers to come to Live and-Trade a- 
Mmoneſtus, It puts great Advantages into the hands of the Hollander 
' every way, Who have not ahetter Friend in Exrope, than Uaiformity.in 

Exgland, As Liberty of, Conſcience here, is that they fear aboye apy 
| | Ne. B | | 


thing, 


A . 


. *, 


No” 


pul | gunder'the laſof the Law, wilt - 

| wt; doth Buſineſs and Company,” will fever lay - out+his 

Up 18 any mane power todo him « miſchief, _ A nan 

CEERRING, Re cannot comply ren _ will avoid 

medfingwith atything, and chooſt privacy a$ his beſt ſecurity, +. 

.-Thinily,' Tis tlie King of Sugtanir rue Intereſt to become Headof-  - 

_ albthe Proreſhint party'in-the World, :and/be will never dothat, but by 

. firſt making himſelf z-common Farher 40-211 his Proteſtant SubjeQs at 

home. - That rig his Intereſt to Head the Proteſtant party abroad, is 

plain'; becauſe being the greateſt and molt powerful of all Proteſftgnt - 

Princes and States, he- will-neceflarily' draw them into a dependance - 

_ upon him, 'andYdefire of Proteftion from him 4" by-which not only the 

* Proteſtant Tnreteſbin/it ſelf will be much ſecured, by bein$ ſo united 

and conjoyned,' bit the King of Exghind alſo will receive a great Ac> 
ceflion'of power,” by the Influence he wilt have on ſo great a part of 
Chriſtendom, which he may make uſe of, not only-to ſecure the Pro- 
teftant Religion agtinſt*the ' common” Enemy of*ir, but to-advantage 
himſelf every way, by the'greatreſpet and Intereſt he will have in all 
- Proteſtant States. Fr: | 04s | 
To bring the Proteſtants into-an union amongſt themſelves, will- be 
of 2dvantage to every Ptoteſtant State, . but-ro-none ſo muchas Exg-: 
land; Firlt, Becauſe England naturally becomes" rhe Head of ſuch 
2 Union ; . And Secondly, :Becauſe the Defigns'and Practices:of the 
Popiſh party, eyer fince the Reformation; havelain,and will lye more 

' united againft Eglart, thihany Proteftant State, as ſuppofing that the * 
chief Support of all the reſt ,” and therefore England can never-be true- 
ly ſafe, nor ſecured in its proper Intereſt, but when 'tis invironed with 
all Proteftant States adhering to it, and depending uponit. How ſadly 
England Waf miſcarried, ' when it has eſpouſed any other collateral Th- 
tereſt, but the Proteſtant, 'has'bsen too ovious, ever fince the firſt Re. - 

- Formatioft: Eng/and has been 'alwayes greateſt at home, when it bag 
been the greateſt Defender of the Proteſtant Faith abroad. .Now if the 
King will thus riohtly Rate his Tntereft abroad, he muſt begin the Work | 

" af home; if he perſecute and keep ander apy of his Proteſtant SabjeRs 


at 


hs 


{4 AM of 
Tz a+ YT ” 4 : . a. , : Y "WP a a" 
* » *@* a _— - - : T3, F - Fy . Me 7 . z Nd 53.5 * 
> yo roars E158 +” La Ci Ae Sos a 


: A 
. , - + 
- ” > SELL. * 


, »_ . \ + - » 
: ” — Add vw ” 
R i. 4 
" ” _- - * - 
_ : * . — 
b - n - , - 
— -— p —- 
= . - p 


At home, thoſe of their Opinion on, 'will-never put themſelves 
Aaſbi eNey 3 As-he muſt make no diſtivRiop is Chiiſh 


/ Proteſtant. Wc | ſo he muſt. make no other among his Sy . 
Home. | He that unpeſeth apy ope Opinion 
will tolerate.noother, makes the; dittinRion to-be. ſtill between Proco- 


fant and Proteſeant, and makes bimſelf but'Head of a Party amongt 
them,, and will-never ſo heed the Proteſtant Intereſt, as to oppoſe the 
Popiſh party-with it, o-unite the, Proteſtants ſo under him, as to maks 
.them acknowledge him forgheir Head, _ Fe ST 
Whoever would be Head of all the Proteſtant Intereſt, muſt have no 
common. Enemy but-P opery, and concenter all there : Impoſing Con- 
formity to the Opinion of any one Proteſtant yarty,, upon all the reſt, is 
bat ro-make himſelf (0 much the weaker by every -difſenter, and is.in- 
deed totally deſtructive.tothe very being of ſuch a thing. I, 
-» Laſtly, Liberty of 'Confcience is the beſt way to ſecure us. to the 
Proteſtant Faiths and to,prevent-a relapſe ta Popery:;; the. Proteſtant 
Religion will be faſteſt rooted, by exerting fully the Principles of it, 
and a throughout adhering to:them; By our praQiice in dealing onewith _ 
an other, to deny-thoſe Principles by which we juſtificqur Separation 
from Rows. is the ready'way to make them return thicher 2gain. -T each 
men, that there is 10 man, ner men under any one denomination, finice the 
Apoſiles times, that are infallible; in delivering Diume Truth. - Teach 
men, that the Scripture us the only Rule of Religion, and let thens read it + 
Tell them; they are to follow no men, farther % they follow that Rule, 
and that every man is Fudge according to the beſt Light br bath of that 
Rule, Wid how for ather men comply with-it, and differ from it * Ard 
that every man is bound to behave himſelf towards God, according to 
Fudgement he ſhall. ſo makg within himſelf '; all which are Proteſtanc 
Principles, and Eternal Fruths, And then colle& the fenſe which 
 _ theſe Pripciples iflue themſelves into ; and /how unreaſonable will-it 
| then apyear-ta: force men to complywirtrche belief of others;conmary 
to their own ; and when you have bid them aſe theic Light and Reaſon 
to: puniſh them, becauſe they will not oppoſe,ir, [and go-againſ ir, 
How. can we otherwiſe juſtifie forcing men, where-ſuch Principles are 
avowed, bat by a flat denyal of them, 'and recurring to thoſe Popiſh ' 
Weapons of theabſolute Power of the Church, : and her uncontroulable 
Aubotity ; and {oby candemning others,” rhat upon the 'exexciſe/ 6k 
their own Light and Reaſon nowidiffer from'its,* condemn ourſelves, - 
who upon-the ſame atfirſt departed from Rowe, Whew we appole the 
Church of - Rowery we juftifie ourſelves upon the very ſame Res, 
22 DB: 3 75:-* ; Y 
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and live upon our oWns. the leſs like we are toreturn to.it, If we make 


. 


| : 
the Popiſh Ceremonies Mere retained,: bein asked what he thopghe of 
it; If hey tike | (ſaith he) the raft of our Broth fawell, they will #;f our 


Beef ſhortly. 500% LE | 


Secondly, Liberty of Conſcience is the great means to diffuſe Goſpel. 
Knowledge in Divine things, and that's the beſt and ſureſt way 'to bar 
out Popery,- and lock the door upon it for ever. Ignorance is the great 
indonly preparative for a7. pg SubjeRion, Chriſtendom cannot (I 
dare ſay) afford an inſtancethat ever any State or People, where Di. 
vine-Knowledge,by Liberty of -Confcience, and a Liberty for the Go- 
ſpel was once ſpread, were in the-leaſt danger of turning Apoſtates to 

opery, - but have grown daily more. and more into adereſtation of ir, 
$ad-ooneralty ulmoſ} eyety man amongſt them, carrying a Weapon in F. 

his underſtanding todefend-the Proteſtant Cauſe. . 
. Were Liberty of CYDRINES. Ns in Tal, . and other Popiſh 
' -. Stares, ve ſhould ſoon ſee the Mitre totter upon the Popes head, and 
- ©AF- : , LOR LES. >. pt» 
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_ Roman'Profeſſion, 
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probably ſee a5 fair Churches there, a5 in any other part of Europe, 
Twas obſerved in the Wars of the Low Conntrics, That when ever any. 
Catholick began to look into the Bible, he'was not lopg liv'd inthe 


Third! * Liberty of Conſcience will breed men up.wieh an irrecons 


' cileable diſlike to all impoſition in Religion and Conſcience, and ſo us 


nite them in a general abhorrence of Popery, as the Grandmother and 
Author of it; - All Chriſtetidom over, all principles.and parties born 
from a Liberty given in Religion, have an Antipathy jn them to.that 


- Romiſh Yoke, and do naturally unite againſt the Popiſh Religion, as 


the grand and common Enemy of them all. | 
Let Liberty-of Conſcienceonce begivenin a Proteſtant State; and 


A though there be never ſo many differences among themſelves, yet 


men of all perſwaſions will concenter in that, He that has the freedom 
of his Religion, will be concerned to defendit, and look upon Popery 
as the great-Gyant he is in danger of, Experience and .Fact, the beſt 
of all demonſtrations, do evidence this : take a view of thoſe places, 
where Liberty of Conſcience hath been moſt given, and you will find 
there the greateR averhon to Popery, that 1s in any parts of Chiiſten= 
dom, *232G19 k | 

Tis in other. places, where other Methods of Impoſlition and Per- 
ſecution are uſed, that complyance with Popery hath been attempted, 
and projes ſet on foot to compound the Proteſtant and the Papiſts in» 


' toan agreement. 


'Fis Impoſition in Religion ſweeps the Houfe, and keeps the Neſt 
warm for Popery : Liberty of Conſcience mortally Rtab's it ; where that * 
is once given, it may be ſaid to the Pope, as it was to Belfhazzar, God 
hath numbred thy-Kingdom, and finiſhed it, and the plate where be once 
tt annized, ſhall know him there no mare, ts 


Liſtly, Tf-the Church'of Rowe underſtand their own Intereſt, as we 
have god reaſon to believe they do, this Caſe is determined to our 
hands : for upon every occaſion fince the refc rmation, both in Germany, 
France, Smiſſerland, and all places yhete Liberty of Conſcience bath 
been endeavoured, the Popes have 0:0 animo every way oppoſed it, and 
declared it a thing perfectly defiruRive to the Church, _ and ſuch, as 
where ever it was (uffered, would deſtroy the Roman. Faith ; and in 
that Maxiing, I believe their infallibility is not much to be denyed. 


Some ate 10” much otherwiſe-minded , that they believe Liberry of 
, ; ite bh C>n- 


|  - Canfcience mill bethe rexdy means qo induce Popery again-amongR 
Een 55” us, | the reaſots- of it ſeem inviſible, unleſs it be to-be done: byſome 


«& P % 


OR 
= 


ety. . © yin general to Proteſtants-of differing pexſalions, -or elſe by-giving 
>; SR Hat liberey to the Papifts themſelves, as included in per hot NS 
= - For the- firſt (1 hope) it appears evidently to have another ten- 
x | | ency. 3k tg | | . f | $4.3 
WEN Es) -*-*And for the fecond,: The giving Liberty to: the Papifls themſelves 
4 _- - - ahoveſt us, no man well informed, can imagine that they ſhould*be 
- __.* _ 1acladedin any ſuch Liberty, **: : | 


- £ - 


- Firſt, Becauſe in their practice amonett us, they tefuſe to give that 
publick #fſurance,every Su>jeR ought to gtveof his fidelity that expects 
the favour due to a Subjeft, . ' | al I 
> 2 RTE © And ſecondly, Becauſe their Principles ate fuch,. That if-they.un» 
EEO derſtand their own Religion, they can never be good Subjetsto. any 


Jision, and to prove it ſo by FaR. | 2# ho 
* _ Amonelt very many other Inſtances, let what, was done here in-the 
time of Queeti Elzabeth toher'; and arthe ſame time-in Fraxce to 
Hepry the Foutth, for ever lie napon Record againſt them, Nor can a Pa- 
piſt ever become a true and hearty SubjeR to a Proteſtant Prince, 'bux 
by. that a& he'ceaſeth to'be ſo, And a8 common juſtice does deby them 
all pretentions to Liberty, ſo common equity oppoſeth them ; fox ay 
; - both they and their Religion abhor giving Liberty to any but them- 
2 ...* -- ſelves, ſoistheir practice accordingly, for they nevergive liberty to 
1 *-.__ - a Soul living, that differs from them, where they are able and dare 
debyit. K 


. Toſay, That Liberty of Conſcience can have no other effeR, but 
\ 20 tolerate damnable Hereſies, andall kind of Sectaries, which is the. 


Rhetorick 'upon that Topick, is to pot a Bears skin upon'it, and then 

to bait it.  *Twill be to impoſe a thing of a'very hatd belief upon me; 

to ſay, That Truth never gaines by Liberty,/and that the Impoſer is al- 

- mayes in the right, and the ſufferer ih the wrong 3: eſpecially confi- 

- derivg,' he thar'thinks me an Hererick, another thinks him ſo, and 4 

-- Fourth thinks vs all fo ; and all thewhile we are all of vs weak, imper, 
feR, fallible men, fittivg in judgment, and ſentencing ohe another 5 
And there can be no other endof it, but that he rhat is ſtrongeſt, makes 
Himſelf in the right, and defixoys the reſt, Whep ever Truth comes 
| ** 1 AIGINIOE EE; 0 


- 


| new Rule of commiies; irmufteither'came to paſs, by giving Liber» — - 


Proteſtant State : He thet knows not this, knows tot the Roman Re. 


uſual way of diſc6urſing it ; and ſo to enlarge into all kind of Satyrical . 


PESTS 7" 


- ; ; F ” ; 4 ( 
20 Toffer by Impoſition, as: 
 Ywbelor 'the.. 


todeny it, that is, *twere not fit then to impoſe upon them ; for Liber- 
ty isno 


Ridley and Hooper agneed in the Coale, that would hatdly have diſ- 
puted themſelves Friends. 7; | | 
"There is no bond of union amoneft difagrecing Perſons, like Perſe- 
cution ; the common 'concern of their Security then begets Correſpon-- 
dency, Acquaintance,: and ſuch Intercourſe and mutual Afitance,, 
as endears them above any thing one toanoth:r, - And for the, danger 
there may be of any party, there is nothing ſure ſolike to remove that,, 
as Indulging them with a Liberty: the belt way to be ſecuted againit 


& the. 


___—_ 


” - 


- the Profeſſion and Practice of what he thinks is the Truth; and the moje 


A late Fer tells us mirhparciculr Et Thar 'Y 88.” ere 
"oth s ave Advice to As That ns terms he ſhould endure ſuch 
"who would bring i ange Worſhip intothe State] I believes, 

*<vas ſuch Kind of Advice" (v0 doubt) that: cauſed the ten firſt Perſecu- 
tions, 

Methinks the Author ſhould have remembered, that 'that Advice 
would have kept Chriſtianity out of the World': For, if wefollow 1 
track of. br veh Policy, we (ball find, that what-ye now ſa 7 ogainf 2 

iſſentets among&ourſclves, The Papiſts firſt (aid, '2nd'do 
"Rate ſay  cigft usall ; and if we go one Rep higher, the Heathens ſaid 
"the very ſame againſt the Chriſtian Religion it ſelf, and thought ita. 
_"FaRious, Fanatick proje& of fick-brain'd men,- and 'a thing not to be ' 
© endited,' that men ſhould not —roneery themſelves with-the ſame Gods 
©that the Teſt of- the W andacquieſced in. *Tis « fad 
thing and mich to be lam $2 OM the Proteſtants ſhould take. vp 
- the dregs of thoſe Politicks,. pa. make uſe of them one a TOs 
upon every ſatall difference among themſelves. ; 


The-ſime Author, in another part of bis Book, nads this que- 
ſtiov, 
2 Goors wayes of morthi (Cath he) be allived 5 in a Nation, What ſhall 
a Princedop . If be keep any men . any Profeſſion or Party ont of employ- 
ment for their Opimon ſake, he diſov ge that party ; If be bring all men 
' andifferently alike into employment, ! be of any party himſelf, # will diſ- 
oblige bis own party, who will. expett vu As in bake. wds and ſo in 
 Fonclufion, by endeavouring 1 to pleaſe all, be ill loſe all 


us * 


This is a knot very eafily untyed. L will ſuppoſe 2. Prince Wy. in 


- ſri perſonally/he is, the greiter will the favour of Indulgence 2 
tothoſe'thit differ from him ©. but there is-no neceſſity, that he hoillde 
- make C party. of thoſe, who are of his Opinion, ..diftin& from the 

of hix Subje&s ; *ris belory his Greatneſs, and begdes his Intereſt fo to | 


do; theywill ſoon become like the Sons of Zerviah, Ind in time grow F 


tobe too hard for him: Thos? that ars of his- Opinion, le may think 
| them, 
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— 
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{or Pons let 2 ge: Party pan into. 
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them, i in his private 


judgment, h- Oka than others ;. but there 
ihtnem, as if $RxXcioboredy better Sub- 


All men ina Str, are to give one common FEES of their Fides 

+ JNG.UCO MAOIE A Libercy i 9.heir Religion; when Yiffer- 
rom the pul A thePolitical.end ofic is, to mike them 
g9oc 2s. lake rey pine wg to Make them ſer. 
viceable to their Prince; and there is na.reaſon to'doubt, but thatthey 
will be ſo, and eminently _ becauſe they lye under an 'Oblizetion to 


3.5 Ai teark Gy Yew a.Qpinios are n04, Gaprble bf... Price 
his Subje&s, and in Th m, > eq ek Apa ryan 


them : - There-is no treaſon to? Lone hes Le ao any patty, 
edominant; mon, asif ” 
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avs uſe all. lawful” els otherswirt' It. ; m'uſe 
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To ſay a Magittrare is heath 16 Riigibt* buemice' he witſh 
force merito his Opinion, is toſay, Heis iukeware, gcauſe. he will 


1H@& Fin 1 4 


wiſe 


hut ,42hit Objjit bath $6 Loch Fs puta is 
Fond 190m 641 139Y M0.” {75 Nav FEE £13 £3 Wes 
My thi grin ie tis! 
| | _ og At eta: 
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Arialefh "onofegr Wren - that there inecded no part of bis 
ofa to berhe cauſe of his exile,” Anas: the Wperout made like- _ 


LIMI 


= ' Df this, Grove in bit Book De 
pe. fo Se ; >» 


Fn hy BOEICe:y 2 2 
"Wor ſaith be, which is mpreto. ben « The Emiperonr Fog 
only ;mpunity to diſagreeing Selts, but ofien wade Laws to order ther 
Aſemblies. Liberty therefore in Religiowis noteither ſo new, or ſo 
ſirange a thing, or ſogreata Monſter, as men would make it, State- 
Religions Are notalwayes baſal true, Truth ſometimes keeps men 


embracing them, cis po op in many parts of Chriſtendom ; 3-006 
ea Nogatie: upon/the Magittrates campulſion is 
w onl {yp of Truth, Tre Wig of Cir Reb bath forbid ihe 


100; tiath 


uſe of the Tempora power under the/Goſpet;: ahautReligi 


- leftthings bef, Far if a Magikrate bein theright,” be: inay promote 


Truths 88/far-48 in;the. nature of the thing, and by Chrifts 


it 648 heipromated > if- be be» nov inthe? emporal 
power dots not inteapaſe;:men'are ſeclrec-in the profeſs. of Tt, 


_ and-notbazard iy refuſwg 4:/publickexror. 12610 A; 


He that would have the Magiftraty force all PE} ITT Religion, 
will himſelf 'be burnt by his own Principles, when be comes into a 
Conntrey, where the State- Religion differs frombim: Toſay, 'He is 
i the right, and the State that abenl it in the ywrong,is a miſerable beg- 

the 'Queſtian- _ If one. Magiſtrate be to do- it, all are to doit, 
there can be no other:rule of Truth 'and Error in that cafe,: bur 
what they think ſo. It a Magiſtrate be once admitted to puniſh- with 
death, what is realy and xuly i in itfelf an Herefie, 'bemay, and mult. 
ay6be ſame rule £oipunith every hp thinks ; Where ſhall the 
finition of Hereſte terminate , and who" ſhalt fer the Magiſtezte 
hounds in ſuc >. Mifinformatioo, - -offocue finifter Inte= 
reſt, can only lead men into ſuch Principles, which (ddd: ta nothing, 


but comake Religion difturb the Peace and quiet of 'all mankind ;.and 


a eneſaith welly To brin — 40.4 wp de. <0 nent and 
mſg meer Shambierof Copa. 
11, £70 ® 


For the ſecond: ObjeRian, This ol liberiy: to Pane parties,” "78 


creaſeth them, antmatrebamriangerats 10's State, '* 


Fieſ, Tis veryfin; eliat whereſoever you wilt ſuppoſe e:rors'to be: 


prungupy' I ea wxppaitited foiithacend, ſhould be 
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SH SEW: I 3s an HLOGAE! 
Tf hvtake's mild and more gentle way of. perſecutior,, hegnly exaſpe- 
racks rhem; :andthen leaves them armed with al polhble CITE to 
hurt him,  -- 
Confider the giving of Liberty under theſe evo beads, i 4 
- Firſt}! The giving of it £0! ſeveral Opinions and Parthes, wherothey 
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ww &. 4 S277 


are already aCtuaily exiſting. » 0 EMTigns: 
Vet raragagte Livine liberty ſo, 65 ill occabon: and: _—_ 
ſuch Parties tnions, - 


For the firſt, Where there are ſeveral Panies1 in Religion dlready 
being, and diffuſed all over a Nation, 'as the Caſe is wichus,: oth is 
no way to ſecurehem, but to indulge them, for they. are by theig gum: 
ber outgrown the political part of perſecution, | 

- -For the ſecond,\ Conſideration of Liberty, ithegiving it-ſo,' as will 
naturally produce ſeveral Principles 8 -men,he that-would 
preventthat, muſt give no Liberty to the Proteſtant Religion, muſt 
not lerthe Bible-he ad by the:Vulgar: "There is. no way.to keep Gut 
| Fr UT AGEG, but ta.idplidt; ignorant ſubjeRton.. ty. 
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$344 Thaphiy: fs of lob vaiibonf choughe & 
b: pail) 'becauſe ir was looked on 5a thing like to TN 
| veral inions it Religion. 
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